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The College Search Process: 

Finding Your Match & Fit!



College acceptance and enrollment are 
important, but college completion is the goal!
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One way to accomplish this goal is by 

focusing on Match & Fit.
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Match

Fit

You should include both Match and Fit in your 
college search.

• The “Science” of the college search process

• How your financial, social and personal 

preferences align to institution

• How your academic profile (GPA, test scores, 

transcript) relates to institution’s 

competitiveness

• The “Art” of the college search process



Match is the foundation of your search. 
Start with Match!

Using a students’ GPA

and PSAT/SAT/ACT, each 

college can be 

categorized into a Match 

Category for that student 

(e.g., Target, Reach, and 

Likely)
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A Balanced List includes 2 colleges in each major 
Match Category:  Likely, Target and Reach.

TargetLikely Reach

Student’s academic 

credentials are 

within the school’s 

average range for 

admitted students.

Student’s academic 

credentials exceed the 

school’s average range 

for admitted students 

(student is 

overqualified). 

Student’s academic 

credentials are at the lower 

end or below the school’s 

average range for admitted 

students. Also includes 

highly selective colleges 

that are hard to gain 

admission to, even for most 

academically qualified. 
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Make sure all of the colleges in your Likely, Target 
and Reach categories also fit your preferences. 

There are a lot of considerations for college fit and affordability is 

an important one! Make sure to take estimated college costs and 

financial aid into consideration when building your list.
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Your goal is to build a Balanced List: 
at least 2 Target, 2 Reach, 2 Likely Colleges 

(that also meet your Fit preferences)
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You can adjust your list as you learn more about 

the colleges and as you improve your GPA and 

test scores. But always make sure you have 

multiple options in each match category that 

you would be happy to attend!
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1 L͏ogin to the List Builder and choose the start button. 

2

Choose your fit filters to update your options with your 

preferences.
3

Learn more about your college options.4

Add colleges to your list. You should have a minimum 

of 2 Target, 2 Reach, and 2 Likely colleges.
5

Share your list with your family, counselor, and/or 

college adviser and update as needed. 
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Six Steps to Build a Balanced List!

Confirm or adjust your academic profile to see your 
college match options.



Choose “Click here to Start Building Your List. 

Login using your APS email address and password 10

Match & Fit List 
Builder

1 G͏et started by logging in to My Backpack and       

choosing the Match & Fit List Builder app. 



Choose a start button. First time users will only see the top button.
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Data verified by APS will display automatically. Confirm or adjust data (if you 

have more recent test scores, for example), including household income 

question to turn bottom button blue. And choose “Start Building My List”
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2 Confirm or adjust your academic profile to see 
your college match options.
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Based on your academic profile, the List Builder will first show you the top 5 

options (sorted by college graduation rate) in Georgia in each of your Match 

categories—Target, Reach, and Likely.



Adjust Fit Filters in green box to align with your preferences (location, size, 

major, etc.). You can also expand to see more options using filters at top. 

Your options will automatically update. 14

Choose your fit filters to update your options with your 

preferences.
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Select a college in the middle column to learn more about it in blue box at top 

right and/or “Click here to learn more about this college” to go to College 

Scorecard. If you don’t see a college you’re interested in, you can use the search 

feature at the bottom of the green box.
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Learn more about your college options.4



Add colleges to your list. Build a balanced list of at least 2 Target, 2 Reach and 2 

Likely colleges/universities. Choose “Finish and Review My College List” when you’re 

ready! (Don’t worry, you can always go back and change it!) 16

Add colleges to your list. You should have a minimum 

of 2 Target, 2 Reach, and 2 Likely colleges.
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.

Review your list with family, counselor, and/or college adviser. As you learn more 

about specific colleges, you can log back in and update your list. Remember, you 

want to have a balanced college list – aim high and apply to multiple Reach and 

Target colleges, and make sure to apply to a couple Likely colleges too. 
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Share your list with your family, counselor, and/or 

college adviser and update as needed. 
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